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August 14, 2017 

Engagement: 

Recommendation: 

development, ensure sustainable forestry, and provide recreational and 
educational benefits. Wildlife habitat, soil and water, scenic values, river 
corridor, and native brook trout fishery will all be preserved. 

The Forest Legacy Program requires a 25 percent cost share for each 
project. The Pilgrim River Watershed Project (PRWP) is a community 
partnership supporting the conservation, forestry and recreation goals of 
the Pilgrim River Forest Legacy project. The PRWP steering group has 
organized fundraising efforts to support this Forest Legacy project led by 
the Copper Country Chapter of Trout Unlimited (CCCTU). The funds 
raised have been held by CCCTU in a dedicated bank account on behalf 
of the partnership. The Keweenaw Land Trust is a PRWP partner and 
has assisted with fundraising , project development and landowner 
relations. 

Houghton County and Portage Township were sent certified letters 
regarding this acquisition and Department representatives attended 
meetings where this acquisition was an agenda item. Both supported 
this acquisition. 

1. That the acquisition be approved, with payment to be made from 
the Forest Legacy Program, Pilgrim River Forest Grant Award. 

2. That the 25-percent match generously provided by this project's 
partners, Keweenaw Land Trust and Copper Country Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited, be accepted with gratitude. 

3. That the property be dedicated as the Pilgrim River Forest 
Conservation Easement Area and a part of the Baraga 
Management Unit. 
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<1~~ 
Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief 
Wildlife Division 

1-.~.::.: 
Fisheries Division 

~ · ~ ·.oo.~-D, 
William O'Neill 
Natural Resources Deputy 

I approv he staff recommendations. 

onald A. Ols~§:yi /uv 
Parks and Recreation Division 

~c 
Mark H. Hoffma 
Chief Administrati 

Date Approved 
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RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

TO: 

INFORMATION: 

Transaction: 

Purchase: 

Funding Source: 

PA 240 of 2012: 

Description: 

Seller: 

Special Conditions: 

Authority: 

Notice: 

Management 
Purpose: 

STATE OF MICHIG AN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

LANSING 

August 14, 2017 

Keith Creagh, Director 

Natural Resources Commission 

State Trail Acquisition 
Little Lake-Chatham Snowmobile Trail - Alger County 
The Richmond Tract 
Land Transaction Case #20160118 

3.08 acres more or less - $25,000.00 

KEITH CREAGH 
DIRECTOR 

Permanent Snowmobile Easement Subaccount and ORV Fund 

PILT Estimate: $193.09 
This parcel is north of the Mason-Arenac County line and will result in an 
increase of 3.08 excluded acres. 

Alger County, Village of Chatham, Rock River Township T46N, R21W, 
Section 28; described at the following Alger County Records: 

• Uber 7 4 on Page 63 with the exception of the parcels as 
described in Uber 102 on Page 531, and Uber 153 on Page 248. 

• Uber 161 on Page 194. 
• Uber 161 on Page 196. 

Richmond and Hawley, Inc., Limestone, Michigan. 

The Department, under provisions of state law, Sections 20126 and 
20107 a of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 
Act 451 of 1994, while not liable with respect to possible contamination 
when using the property for a transportation corridor, or public right of 
way, shall undertake due care obligations as necessary. 

Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451 , as 
amended. 

This item will appear on the Department of Natural Resources 
(Department) September 5, 2017, calendar, and is eligible for approval 
on September 12, 2017. 

The land will be managed by the UP Region of the Trails Section as part 
of the Little Lake-Chatham Snowmobile Trail. 

Comments: The offered property fills a 740-foot gap in state ownership along the 
Little Lake-Chatham Snowmobile Trail, a major east-west recreational 
corridor across the Upper Peninsula (UP). The site also provides a 
suitable location for a t~~lhead for multiple trail users. 

CONSTITUTION HALL• 525 WEST ALLEGAN ST,EET~ P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7528 

www.michigan.gov/dnr • (517) 284-MDNR(6367) 
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Engagement: 

Recommendation: 

This acquisition will contribute to achieving Department and division 
goals and strategies by helping to secure continuous access to a major 
east-west recreational corridor across the UP. 

The seller will convey mineral rights if owned. 

Department staff members have met twice with representatives of Rock 
River Township and the Village of Chatham to discuss the trailhead 
concept, future plans to designate the route for ORVs, and provide 
continuous access for trail users. The Township and Village are both in 
unanimous support of the acquisition. 

(1) That the recreational trail acquisition be approved, with one-third of 
the payment to be from the Permanent Snowmobile Easement 
Subaccount, and the remainder from the ORV Fund. 

(2) That the land be dedicated as part of the Little Lake-Chatham 
Snowmobile Trail and administered by Parks and Recreation Division. 
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~vi!~ 
· Russ Mason, Ph.D. , Chief 

Wildlife Division 

~ D2~f 
Fisheries Division 

William O'Neill 
Natural Resources Deputy 

I approve the staff recommendations . 

~~ 
Ronald A. Olson, Chief /jY 
Parks and Recreation Division 

~ ~ ffman 
Chief Administrativ 

Date Approved 
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Little Lake-Chatham Snowmobile Trail - Alger County 

The Richmond Tract 
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